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Saints in the Faith 


The Ministry of Joe and Anna French 
By Joyce Hollyday 


His first ministry position involved serving six 
churches—three on one side of Virginia’s Massanutten 
Mountains, and three on the other; he was paid $740 a 
year. She refused to marry him for four years, because of 
her commitment to be a Methodist home missionary in 
south Georgia, teaching at Belmont School near 
Thomasville. Together, they have invested almost a century 
and a half in Christian ministry. 

I was present at the East Alabama/West Georgia 
Association Annual Meeting when Joe and Anna French 
stood to be honored. As it happened, the meeting took 
place on the exact day of Joe French’s 70" anniversary of 
ordination. Three months later, I felt privileged to travel 
with Tim Downs to visit the Frenches in their home in 
Roanoke, Ala., and learn the story of this remarkable 
couple. 


Anna & Joe French 


Anna, a musician, attended Pleasant Hill Academy 
in Pleasant Hill, Tenn. She and Joe met in Nashville while 
he was studying at Vanderbilt University, and she at 
Scarritt College. They married on August 12, 1936. Over 
the years, their ministry has taken them from Virginia’s 
Shenandoah Valley to its Atlantic coast; to Reidsville, 
Henderson, and Clayton, N.C.; to LaGrange, Ga.; and to 
Lanett and Roanoke, Ala. 


February/March, 1999 __ 


They began their ministry as the nation was 
suffering through the Great Depression. Joe had to build 
cabinets in several of the parsonages in which they lived. 
“People were poor,” said Anna, “but they didn’t know it.” 
“People were self-sustaining,” added Joe. “Everybody had 
gardens.” And everybody shared. New ministers were 
held in high regard. 

Joe and Anna have fond memories of the first 
church they served together, Bay View Congregational 
Christian Church in Norfolk, Va. Their home was on the 
beach, and every morning for breakfast they ate boiled 
fish (fresh from the front “yard”), egg bread, and prunes. 
They once watched a hurricane move in. A gift of crystal 
from their first congregation—a bowl and candlesticks— 
still sits on the credenza in their dining room. 

(continued on page 5} 
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“ 
“Grace to you, and peace ... 
A Letter from the Conference Minister 


Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 


The ministers of the East Alabama/West Georgia Association gathered for dinner on January 19 to discuss the 
recent pastoral letter written by United Church of Christ President Paul Sherry, entitled “Now No Condemnation.” 
Rev. Sherry wrote the letter after the brutal killing of Matthew Shepard, a gay student at the University of Wyoming. 
The purpose of the letter was to address the issues that surround us related to the place of gay, lesbian, and bi-sexual 
people within the life of the United Church of Christ; and how, in Rev. Sherry’s words, we are to bear witness to the 
conviction that “It is possible to be faithful to the Bible, respectful of the historical faith of the church and of its 
sacraments, and at the same time support the full inclusion and participation of all of God’s children in the membership 
and ministry of the church.” 

This pastoral letter, sent to every congregation in the United Church of Christ, has stirred a considerable 
response, both positive and negative, within the lives of many of our congregations. I was glad to be part of the 
gathering in LaGrange, Ala., at which ministers from throughout the EAL/WGA Association offered their candor, their 
convictions, their prayers, and their hopes. The purpose of my letter is not to reflect on the merits of different 
convictions concerning the role and place of gay and lesbian people within the life of the Christian church. It is rather 
to reflect with you on the issue of how it is we are to gather with deeply differing convictions on the matter of the 
authority and voice of scripture on issues related to homosexuality, the historical testimony of the Christian church 
to this issue throughout the centuries, and our own faith convictions rooted in our experience and our personal 
discernment guided by the Holy Spirit. 

I was moved by the January 18 sermon of Archbishop Desmond Tutu at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, 
celebrating Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday, at which he reminded us out of his experience in South Africa that 
without truth there can be no reconciliation. I will pray that we continually move to reconciliation. So let me begin 
with what I consider to be essential truths about the issues before us: 


*In the Southeast Conference in recent years, there have been deep wounds inflicted by harsh and intolerant 
statements made on all sides of the issues. There are some, as was evident in our meeting on January 19, who remain 
wounded by such intolerance. 


* There are earnest people of good will on all sides of the issues before us, who long to live together in the 
Southeast Conference and the United Church of Christ in a reconciled spirit. That is not to say “united and uniform,” 
but united in the spirit of Christ, and in dialogue and discernment. 


* Some feel that the United Church of Christ has been led by an agenda that is driven by current and fashionable 
issues, instead of by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Others, equally committed to the Gospel, have a markedly different 
view of bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ to bear faithfully on current issues of justice. 


* Some celebrate that we are in an exciting time of exploration, openness, and renewal in the Southeast 
Conference. Others feel that we are courting our own destruction. 


With all this said, how do we move toward reconciliation? Some have suggested that we should not talk. I 
would urge us to continue to talk; but our conversation needs to be guided by a Christly spirit of forbearance and rise 
out of a depth of authenticity and integrity. Let me suggest the following qualities to our conversation: 


1. The gift of grace. We have indeed wounded one another by our intolerance and we need now to forgive and move 
on. The greatest gift we have in loving is the gift of mutual forgiveness; without that we cannot love--not in our 
intimate relationships, not in our life together as a church and as a denomination. 


2. The gift of mutual respect. One minister present on January 19 suggested that we should be able to speak 
without risking a responding rebuke. All of us need to know that we can speak and be heard respectfully. 


3. An awareness that we are in this conversation together in the United Church of Christ and with other 
denominations. As we pick our way through the thicket of scriptural, theological, and historical reflections, we are 
joined by people of good will from other denominations, many of whom are ecumenical partners who are struggling 
with the same issues. 
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4. A recognition of the giftedness of differences. So often we celebrate those who agree with us and despair at 
those who differ, and yet one of the aspects that I celebrate most fully in the United Church of Christ is the openness 
and vitality of our conversations, the sharing of our differences. I know I have grown more from being challenged by 
those who differ from me than I have by being acclaimed by those who agree with me. I am wondrously gifted by 
those who differ. 


5. Aremembrance that we are part of a tradition in the United Church of Christ that is truly Evangelical, truly 
Catholic, and truly Reformed; and we bring characteristics out of each of those pieces of our tradition. As a 
church truly Evangelical, we celebrate the good news focused on the life, death, Resurrection, and proclamation of 
Jesus Christ. As a tradition rising from Catholic roots, we know we are a faith which is a part of the church universal 
through the ages and therefore accountable to our history and tradition. As a church “reformed, reforming,” we 
challenge each generation to make this faith its own; and where people are apt to look back, we press them to look 
forward. 


6. A recognition that “knowledge puffs up but love builds up.” When we are inclined to lead conversations with 
our own sense of certainty and knowledge, neglecting the spirit of love, we build ourselves up at the expense of 
others. However, when we lead with love, we build up the community gathered in the name of Christ and in the end 
build up all, including ourselves. 


Recently a friend remarked to me, “As I grow older, I find myself cherishing kindness more than cleverness.” 
Our conversation should be infused with a spirit of kindness. So, dear friends, can we enter this conversation 
building up the Southeast Conference and the United Church of Christ, or will the conversation only tear us down? 
I suggest that this is a conversation that can build us up and strengthen us if we undertake it in the spirit of Christ. 

Remember the words of the Heidelberg Catechism that we “belong not to ourselves but to our faithful Savior, 
Jesus Christ.” Therefore let us, in the name of Christ, not close our conversations, for we will only harden in our 
closedness. But, instead, risk speaking to one another, knowing that reconciliation is a dynamic, life-long undertaking 
of faith. It is a pilgrimage for those who are strong-hearted and true, and who know that the Gospel is most authentic 
when proclaimed in the cacophony of many voices, yet lifting up one Lord and Savior of us all. 


In Peace, 
Timothy C. Downs 


One Great Hour of Sharing 


The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering is celebrating 
its 50" anniversary! Since 1949 countless numbers of people 
ravaged by war, natural disasters, hunger, and disease have 
benefited from the generosity of those who give to this special 
fund. Our missionaries, Karl and Jan Whiteman, have 
informed us that OGHS is making a difference in the Pacific 
Islands, where they serve, and throughout the world. The 
UCC Stewardship Council invites us to mark the 50" 
anniversary by making 1999 the most productive year yet. 
Churches are encouraged to begin promoting OGHS in 
February, in preparation for One Great Hour of Sharing 
Sunday, March 14. 


Voices @ Visions 


Editor: Joyce Hollyday 
Layout Editor: Geraldine Ryons-Hudson 
Contributing Editor: Timothy C. Downs 


Southern Regional Women’s Retreat 


Voices @ Visions is the bimonthly newsletter 


The Southern Regional Women’s Retreat will be held 
October 15-17, 1999, at Gulf Shore Baptist Assembly in 
Pass Christian, Mississippi. The theme, drawn from 2 
Timothy 1:7, will be “Sisters Doing What We Have the Power 
To Do.” Rev. Marilyn Stavinger of Eden Seminary will be the 
keynote speaker. Registration forms will go into the mail in 
March. For more information, contact Susan Rice at 5565 
13 Ave. South, Birmingham, AL 35222; 205-592-6568. 
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of the Southeast Conference of the 
United Church of Christ. 


756 West Peachtree Street NW, 
Atlanta, GA 30308-1138 
404-607-1993 

1-800-807-1993 

e-mail: jhollyday@secucc.org 


“Turn to God: Rejoice in Hope” 


World Council of Churches Celebrates Its 50" Anniversary 
By Helen Pearson 


I received a letter in February 1994 from the Geneva, 
Switzerland office of the World Council of Churches. I had never 
received a letter from them before, so I was curious. I opened the 
letter to find an invitation to be a member of the Worship Committee 
for the Eighth Assembly of the World Council of Churches, to be held 
in Harare, Zimbabwe, in December 1998. I was thrilled! I was humbled! 
I asked myself, “How can this be? After all, I’m only a member of a 
local UCC congregation. They don’t even know me in Geneva.” But 
there in my hands was a letter indicating otherwise. 

I said “yes!” Not only for me, but for my beloved Central 
Congregational community in Atlanta, for the Southeast Conference, 
and for the United Church of Christ. I understood : 
my “yes” to be much larger than me; it was a 
communal affair. From that moment on, my life 
has been challenged and changed by this 
experience, 

The theme for the Assembly was “Turn 
to God: Rejoice in Hope.” The first meeting of the 
Worship Committee, during the summer of 1995, 
was held in Geneva. We returned there in the 
summer of 1996 and met in Harare in September 
1997. Eventually 19 members were appointed. 
We came from all over the world, spoke many 
different languages, and had pluralistic theologies 
about worship and the traditions and mission of 
the church. We were high church and free 
church—Anglican, Protestant, Orthodox 
(Ethiopian, Greek, Russian, and American), 
Pentecostal, and Roman Catholic. We were a 
microcosm of the church universal. 

We found that to take seriously the 
prayer of Jesus “that they may all be one” was 
hard work—especially in the area of worship. We 
spent two weeks together over each of the three 
summers, and in between we exchanged faxes, 
e-mails, posted mail, and telephone calls in order 
to do the work to which each of us felt truly called. 
It was taxing. It was laborious. It was frustrating, 
It was explosive. It was exhilarating. It was joyous. 
It was never finished—not until the closing 
worship of the Assembly in Harare. 

The Worship Committee gathered in Harare several days 
before the Assembly began in early December. Even though the orders 
of worship were already printed in the Assembly Worship Book, we 
had the arduous task of contacting participants, and coordinating 
and rehearsing each morning service and the opening and closing 
services, as well as the late-night vigils. There were also evening prayer 
services to plan—one contemplative and one more unstructured— 
and instrumentalists and choirs to arrange and rehearse. We had to 
contend with the unpredictability of the “rainy season” in Zimbabwe. 
Since worship was held in a huge, open tent that seated about 3,500 
people, we often had to have contingency plans. 

Our days were very long and our nights seemed always too 
short. We felt the pressure of past Assemblies in which the worship 
services had been the highlight. We felt the pressure that this 


Helen Pearson and colleague 
Thomas Thangaraj in front of a 
hand-carved cross depicting the 
freedom struggle in Africa. 


Assemblywas celebrating the 50th anniversary of the World Council 
of Churches. We knew that expectations were high for the worship 
services. 

We acutely felt the painful possibility of a split between the 
Orthodox churches and the rest of the membership of the WCC. 
We knew that worship for this Assembly was critical. It had to help 
bind up the wounds and bring healing, reconciliation, and 
restoration to those who were attending. And so we prayed as we 
worked and we worked as we prayed. Amidst our singing and 
laughing, our weariness and differences, I began to understand 
more clearly what it meant to be in constant prayer. 

I cannot explain the feeling that hovered 
over the Worship Committee as we witnessed 
the results of our planning. We knew we were 
not alone, nor were we in charge. We had 
confessed our willingness to be vessels for God’s 
will, and it happened. We felt comforted and 
guided by the Holy Spirit. In some strange way, 
we had become the answer to our prayers. 

God was surely with us and with the 
Assembly throughout its difficult deliberations. 
Worship infused the work of the delegates and 
brought visitors into the Assembly as co- 
participants. At the closing worship service, we 
came together. The Orthodox churches had 
chosen to remain members; tremendous strides 
had been made in agreeing on an ecumenical 
statement of common understanding and vision 
for the WCC; and—more aware than ever before 
of both the fragility and strength of the Body of 
Christ—we celebrated, for it was still one body. 
The Assembly affirmed again that the World 
Council of Churches is “a fellowship of churches 
which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God 
and Savior according to the scriptures and 
therefore seek to fulfill together their common 
calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.” 

Engraved in my memory are so many 
images and sounds from this experience, but 
all are sandwiched between these two. At the 
beginning of the Assembly, accompanied by the slow dirge of drums, 
more than 2,000 people carried lighted candles out into the dark, 
misty African night. We were walking the Stations of the Cross ina 
Vigil of Confession—because, even after 50 years, the church still 
could not share communion together at a common table. 

At the end of the Assembly, several thousand more people 
joined together as we exchanged small wire crosses with each other, 
with the commitment to go forth in service to one another and to 
the world. In the glow once more of thousands of lighted candles, 
we sang “O Come, All Ye Faithful,” each in his or her own language. 
As we turned and went out toward the world, I watched the lights of 
the candles moving out through the campus, getting smaller and 
smaller. But to me, they seemed only to get brighter and brighter. 
The Assembly had indeed turned to God and rejoiced in hope. And 
I experienced the grace of being a part of it. 


(continued from page 1) 


The Frenches have personally witnessed three 
major changes in the historical life of the United Church 
of Christ. Joe was ordained in Roanoke on October 17, 
1928, in the Christian Church. He and Anna were on hand 
when the Christian Church joined with the Congregational 
Church in 1931, and when the Congregational Christian 
Church merged with the Evangelical and Reformed 
Churches to form the United Church of Christ in 1957. 
Joe spoke of the close-knit fellowship among the people 
and pastors in the Christian churches in the area, many 
of which were planted by the Elder family, before the 
merger with the Congregationalists. The merger went 
smoothly, he said, because there was a mutual desire for 
it: 

The Frenches’ ministry is punctuated with 
poignant highlights. Joe remembers convincing a young 
man named Clyde Fields to quit his job with the 
American Tobacco Company; Mr. Fields later became 
the Conference Minister in North Carolina. Anna 
remembers well the Sunday morning that Joe christened 
25 babies and toddlers when he was serving 
Congregational Christian United Church of Christ in 
Lanett. On another Sunday morning, the church 
received 50 new members, including the Frenches’ 
daughter. 

Anna also remembers the fund-raising campaign 
for the church building that now stands in Lanett, which 
was completed in 1953. She and other women from the 
church spent four years making and selling flowers to raise 
money. Mills in the area made donations. It was a grand day 
when the congregation marched to their new church, singing, 
being led by the Boy Scouts. This moment—along with many 
others from the Frenches’ years of ministry—is captured in 
pictures in cherished photograph albums. 

Anna has been well known for her welcoming spirit 
and hospitality. The Lanett church, she said, made a point 
of bringing new people in—from all denominations—in a true 
ecumenical spirit. Joe, who chaired the East Alabama/West 
Georgia Association’s Church and Ministry Committee for 
18 years, is renowned as a preacher and teacher. Anna said, 
“I learned more about the Bible from Joe French than I ever 
knew existed.” Joe added the testimony he was given from 
one of his deacons: “My educational ministry was such that 
he considered he got the equivalent of a high school education 
from my preaching and teaching.” Rev. Roy Bain, the current 
pastor of the Lanett church, says that the Frenches have 
offered outstanding leadership and gifts beyond measuring 
to the church. 

Before leaving the Frenches’ home, I asked them each 
what they had learned from their many years in ministry 
and what advice they would give to a newly ordained minister 
like myself. Anna spoke of the importance of listening— 
learning the discipline of listening without always having to 
offer comment. Just before I walked out the door, she gave 
my hand a warm squeeze and said how wonderful it is to 
have more women in ministry. I’m indebted to women like 
Anna who have paved the way. 

Joe said, “You have to love people—just take an 
interest. Don’t stand back. Be one of them. You’re not a 
dictator; you're a sharer. Love and friendship and fellowship 
and sharing—that’s what it’s about.” 


Covenant for Renewal 
By John Mingus 


There is a bright light of hope burning in many 
of the congregations of the Southeast Conference, as 
they become increasingly clear about the mission and 
ministries to which God is calling them. The members 
of the Covenant for Renewal Team have been working 
with some of those congregations in response to their 
requests. 

Much of this work has been helping 
congregations put into the words of a Mission Statement 
their sense of the future to which they are being called. 
Team members Vant Hardaway and Joyce Hollyday 
facilitated a highly successful retreat with First 
Congregational Church in Birmingham, as reported in 
the last newsletter. 

Vanessa Robbs and | worked with Milton Hurst 
and the members of First Congregational Church in 
Talladega, Ala., on a Mission Statement January 29-30. 
I will also be leading a team to facilitate a retreat for 
First Congregational Church of Atlanta, to be held March 
26-27 at Simpsonwood Retreat Center. 

A team consisting of Tim Downs, Joyce 
Hollyday, and Dick Sales will be facilitating a 
Wednesday evening Lenten Series for Congregational 
Christian United Church of Christ in Lanett, Ala. Several 
other congregations are in conversation about future 
dates. 

Helping congregations to clarify their visions and 
write Mission Statements is just one part of the work of 
the Covenant for Renewal program. This program invites 
allof our congregations to identify the resources needed 
to meet their needs. Let us know how we can help you, 
your church, and our shared ministry. To make contact 
with the Covenant for Renewal Team, call our | 


Conference Minister Tim Downs (1-800-807-1883). 


L nvitation to Clergy 


All clergy are invited to a Clergy Retreat at 
Blowing Rock Assembly Grounds in Blowing Rock, N.C. 
This will be a joint retreat with clergy from the Southern 
and Southeast Conferences, a marvelous opportunity 
to meet others in ministry in a gorgeous mountain 
setting. The retreat will run from supper on Monday, 
May 10, through lunch on Wednesday, May 12, 1999. 
Loren Mead of the Alban Institute will be leading the 
time, which will be focussed on the theme “What’s Going 
on in the Church? Strategies for the Next Century.” We 
hope for a good showing from the Southeast Conference. 


Churches Uniting in Christ 


Making History at the Consultation on Church Union 
By Lisa Alston 


I am very honored to have been one of 10 delegates representing the United Church of Christ at the 18" | 
Plenary Meeting of the Consultation on Church Union. The meeting took place in St. Louis, Mo., January 20-24. Nine 
denominations participated: AME (African Methodist Episcopal), AME Zion, CME (Christian Methodist Episcopal), 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), International Council of Community Churches, Episcopal, Presbyterian (USA), 
United Methodist, and UCC. 


At this meeting—after almost 40 years of dialogue—these nine member churches entered into a new relationship 
called Churches Uniting in Christ. They will inaugurate this relationship with public declaration and liturgical 
celebration during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in the year 2002. 


Churches Uniting in Christ seeks covenant communion. That is, it seeks unity, not in structure, but in sacred 
things: faith, sacraments, ministry, and mission. Churches Uniting in Christ means that participating churches will 
express their relationship with one another by: | 


*Recognizing each other as one church of Jesus Christ, members of one baptism, and recognizing each other’s 
ordained ministry. 


*Celebrating communion together with intentional regularity, recognizing that this sacrament is at the heart of the 
church’s life together. 


*Engaging together in Christ’s mission on a regular and intentional basis, especially in a shared mission to combat 
racism. 


*Promoting unity with wholeness and opposing all forms of discrimination and exclusion in church and society. 


*Committing to an ongoing process of theological dialogue. 


It took me a full three days to absorb all of what this really means, and to see how BIG it is. Churches Uniting 
in Christ means that there is a united Christian voice in American politics that can counter the Christian Coalition. 
It means that when you want to deal with racism, you don’t have to look to just the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference or the NAACP. It means that when you think of world mission, you can think beyond the Peace Corps and 
CARE. It means that Presbyterians and Methodists and AMEs will formally celebrate our ordinations and baptisms 
with us. Churches Uniting in Christ means that we can worship and speak and serve together, as one church of 
Jesus Christ, so that others may believe, and so that we may change the world. 


Four members of the Southeast Conference have been nominated to 


positions in the new structure of the United Church of Christ. Rev. Holly Nelson 
will serve on the Executive Council. Rev. Rodney Franklin has been named to 
the Board of Directors for Wider Church Ministries. Marvin Mangham is on the 
onfe revce _ Board of Directors for Local Ministries. And Jerry Plante will serve on the Social 
] E ‘ Justice and Witness Commission. 
e1reDra tions Rev. Maureen Jenci Shelton is the newly appointed Director of Clinical 
Pastoral Education at Emory Hospital in Atlanta. 
eg Rev. Sandye Mullins is the new Director of Refugee Services for the 
Christian Council of Metro Atlanta. 
Oncerns Rev. John Sumner will be installed as pastor of First United Church of 
Christ in Belvidere, Tenn., on February 21. 
Celestine Bridgeforth of Trinity Congregational United Church of Christ 
in Athens, Ala., has had surgery and requests prayer for her healing and recovery. 


Please let us know of your celebrations and concerns at the Conference office (1-800-807-1993}. 
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“Countering the 
Far-Right 


By Jerry Plante 


Ever wonder what, if anything, comes out of 
those wonderful resolutions that emerge from the 
General Synods of the UCC, or annual Conference 
and Association meetings? Having submitted, 
debated, and listened to some, my first reaction might 
have been to say “very little.” I was, however, aware 
of the “Faith and Community in the Midst of 
Extremism” Resolution adopted by the 21% General 
Synod, because of an increased concern over how the 
radical Right has pulled the national agenda so far in 
its direction. In particular, I worried about the success 
of the Christian Right (from the Christian Coalition 
to Christian Identity and Christian Recon- 
structionism) in defining the “Christian” agenda. 

To say that I was pleased by the Southeast 
Conference’s invitation to attend a program in 
Chicago, November 13-14, on “Countering the Far- 
Right in the Midwest” would be an understatement. 
A look at the agenda only added to my joy that the 
UCC Board for Homeland Ministries is following up 
the General Synod resolution with concrete activities 
to counter extremism and hate groups, and to 
encourage people of faith to respond. Only in the past 
three or four years have I learned about the history 
and ideologies behind the array of Far Right groups. 
Though I was exposed to some racism, white 
supremacy, and anti-Semitism activities in the 1960s, 
most of my concern between then and moving to 
Georgia in 1992 involved issues of war and peace, 
international policy, and the nuclear arms race. 

While the Chicago program highlighted white 
nationalism, Christian Identity and Patriot, Ku Klux 
Klan, and neo-Nazi/skinhead activities and responses 
in the Midwest, there is little difference in other areas 
of the United States, including Georgia and other 
Southern states. Consequently, the program brought 
together about 125 individuals from all over the 
country, with one-quarter to one-third being from UCC 
congregations and organizations. The sponsoring 
organization, The Center for New Community, has key 
UCC clergy in its leadership staff and board of 
directors. It has been a frequent joy for me to find 
important social gospel ministries being conducted 
by UCC members with UCC support. While I met many 
truly outstanding and interesting people, I especially 
enjoyed the short time taken Friday night after a very 
long day for all the UCC people to get together, 
introduce ourselves, and develop some connections. 
Dr. Cornel West, professor of African-American 
Studies and Philosophy of Religion at Harvard 
University and conference keynoter, spoke with us 
that evening. 


The daytime programs, which included 
talks, panel discussions, and workshops, fell under 
two general areas: understanding the Far-Right, 
and responses by faith-based communities. I 
would have liked to have taken advantage of all 
the sessions, but many, of course, took place 
simultaneously. In the first area, programs covered 
such topics as anti-Semitism, Reconstructionism, 
the resurgence of the KKK, Patriots and militia, 
white supremacy (among youth, on the Internet, 
and from an insider’s perspective), hate violence, 
homophobia, international neo-Fascism, anti- 
immigrant and anti-Indian movements, and 
biblical foundations claimed by the Far-Right and 
Christian Identity. The second general area 
explored exposing the Far-Right agenda, utilizing 
nonviolent approaches, building effective 
coalitions, responding to local hate groups, 
organizing the religious community, working 
among youth, and developing community 
education and response teams. 

The most interesting talk to me was the 
presentation by Kerry Noble, who spoke about his 
former life in the Covenant, Sword, and Arm of 
the Lord community in Arkansas. He eventually 
came to realize the truth about white supremacy 
and Identity ideology. Leonard Zeskind, president 
of the Institute for Research and Education on 
Human Rights, offered helpful insights on white 
nationalism and the Identity movement. Most 
frightening to me was learning of the growing 
influence of Christian Reconstructionists, who 
want to establish the United States as a “Christian 
republic,” which would be far different from the 
nation we see today or the Christianity preached 
in the United Church of Christ. 

The point of understanding the Far-Right 
is to use that knowledge to build a faith-based 
community response, which witnesses in love to a 
Christianity that welcomes diversity and seeks 
justice for all. While the conference and workshops 
are an annual activity, the Center for New 
Community exists year-round to offer 
encouragement and support in that effort. 

As for the Southeast Conference, at the least 
we now have a binder of reference material, 
resources, and reports from my attendance at the 
conference. For myself, this was a significant step 
forward from organizing a Georgia/South Carolina 
Association program on “Responding to Hate 
Groups” in October 1994, and my subsequent 
study of the Far-Right, particularly the radical 
Religious Right. No one wants to create a mirror 
image of the conspiratorial theories and “red- 
baiting” of the radical Right; but ignoring or 
refusing to understand this segment of American 
thought and goals allows these beliefs and hatreds 
to be passed from generation to generation, until 
they may someday arise in even more powerful 
ways. 


TAP Program 


B y Dick Sales 


In November, Dr. Frank McCook of North Main 
Congregational Christian Church in Roanoke, Ala., 
organized a week-long “Religious Institute.” It combined 
a speaker on “Missions, the Life of the Church” with Bible 
study each evening. It was such a success that a second 
institute was scheduled for February 7-11. During this 
program, I offered a series called “There’s a Long Trail 
Awinding,” the story of the churches that formed the 
United Church of Christ, with Dr. McCook again leading 
Bible study. 

There’s a rumor going around that TAP (Theology 
Among the People) is only for licensed ministers who seek 
educational equivalents in order to qualify for ordination 
in the United Church of Christ. Actually, TAP is that, but 
it is much more. It is a program designed to bring the 
materials and discussions usually reserved for seminary 
campuses to the rest of the people of God. In similar 
programs that I worked on as a missionary, there were 
always more lay people looking to improve their 
understanding of the Christian faith than clergy or people 
seeking ordination. In programs that are presently 
operating in the African countries of Botswana and 
Zambia, more than 2,500 people are enrolled. Of that 
number, fewer than 100 are seeking to use the courses 
as a way to ordination. 

We have a large number of licensed ministers in 
the Southeast Conference seeking a path to ordination. 
The emphasis in getting out the word on the TAP program 
has been initially toward them. But not only are lay people 
welcome, the more significant reason for offering theology 
to local groups is to give Christians “in the pews” the 
opportunity to develop their skills and clarify their own 
theology. If there is one thing the United Church of Christ 
needs, it is competent and equipped lay people. 


Money, Money, Money! 


The Stewardship Council of the United Church of 
Christ reports that National Basic Support (OCWM/Our 
Church’s Wider Mission contributions from congregations 
that went to the national United Church of Christ) for 1998 
was up by $186,956 over the previous year. This is the first 
time since 1990 that National Basic Support has had an 
increase. The total for 1998 was $12,390,915. Conference 
Basic Support (OCWM contributions from congregations that 
went to the work of Conferences) was up by $326,469, fora 
total of $19,712,480. This is a total increase in giving in 
1998 of $513,425—for a grand total in donations of 
$32,103,395. 

The Southeast Conference is proud to have 
participated in this increase in giving. We are also happy to 
report that we received a warm word of thanks from Elon 
Homes for Children for our 1998 Conference donation of 
$8,820 to this much-needed ministry. 
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FYI 


Want to learn more about UCC History, Theology, 
and Polity? Barbara Brown Zikmund, President of 
Hartford Seminary, and Joe Neville, Western Regional 
Minister in Connecticut, will be offering a course at General 
Synod in Providence, R.I., June 28-July 9. See the web 
site at www.hartsem.edu, or call 860-509-9511. 


The UCC Musicians Network National Workshop 
will take place August 1-4, 1999, at Chicago Theological 
Seminary. Workshop topics include music-making with 
youth, liturgical movement and dance, and new anthems. 
Contact the Music Office, UCBHM, 700 Prospect Ave., 
Cleveland, OH 44115, or call Kim Newcomer at 216-736- 
3716. 


Faith Seeds: A Youth Ministries Resource 
Packet is now available from United Church of Christ 
Resources. It includes program models, case studies, 
worship resources, and “much, much more.” Call 1-800- 
537-3394 and request Code #EP322. 


A United Church of Christ Partner, Interchurch 
Medical Assistance, Inc. distributes medical supplies for 
overseas health care ministries. IMA receives many 
requests for adult and children’s eyeglasses. If you have 
used eyeglasses to donate, please contact Linda Petrucelli 
at UCBWM (212-870-2283; petrucel@ucc.org) or Patricia 
J. Goldberg at UCBHM (216-736-3799; goldberp@ucc.org). 


In Good Company: A Woman’s Journal for 
Spiritual Reflection 1999 is available from The Pilgrim 
Press (1-800-537-3394). 


Summer Outdoor Education at Johns River Camp 
of the United Church of Christ will be available to all our 
children who will enter grades 4 through 9 in the fall. 
Limited space is also available in the senior high camping 
experience in this Blowing Rock, N.C. camping facility 
owned by the Southern Conference of the UCC. Contact 
Kristi Denham at Central Congregational Church; 404- 
633-4505. 


The Work-Visit to Ghana has been rescheduled 
for August 1-14. Worship, work, visits to mission projects, 
and exposure to all aspects of Ghanaian life and culture 
will be part of the experience. Contact Tim Morrison at 
Pilgrimage Congregational Church; 770-97 1-0007; e-mail: 
tmorrison@secucc.org. 


Timed for Earth Day, April 22, the National 
Council of Churches has prepared a mailing on 
consumerism, which encourages people of faith to live 
more simply. The mailing includes bulletin inserts, sermon 
notes, and worship suggestions. A resource list of materials 
on consumption and environmental justice is available 
from Environmental Justice Resources, NCC, P.O. Box 
968, Elkhart, IN 46515-0968; 1-800-762-0968. 


8 HIGHLIGHTS OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS MEETING 


January 8-9, 1990; Huntsville, Alabama 


Report of the Finance Committee 
Dave Speno reported on our current financial status. The Southeast Conference ended Fiscal Year 1998 in a financially healthy 
position, showing a slight net loss. We received our final payment at the end of January from Victory Miracle Tabernacle for the building 
owned by the Conference in Carroll Heights. 


Review of the Program Planning Meeting 
The Board received the report of the Program Planning Committee and celebrated the Mission Statement that was developed for 
the Program Planning Committee: “To develop events, communications, and programs that foster the growth of relationships in community 
between and within churches, Associations, Conferences, and the United Church of Christ in the national setting, for the purpose of 
advancing the realm of God.” The Program Planning Committee further reported priorities in programs for each of the Commissions of the 
Board as they move forward in 1999, Highlights of these opportunities include: 


* Church and Ministry Committee Training 

* Workshops for Students-In-Care 

* Promoting the Partners In Education Program in the Southeast Conference in 2000 
* Activating the Resource Room 

* Strengthening and broadening the Youth Programming 

* Pursuing two New Church Starts 

* Inviting congregations into the Covenant for Renewal 


Annual Meeting Planning 
The 1999 Annual Meeting of the Southeast Conference will take place in Huntsville, Ala., from Friday, June 11, to Sunday, June 
13. The proposed theme, “Revive Us Again,” will focus on congregational renewal and new church development. It will be an occasion of 
celebrative worship and praise, with workshops to equip congregations to live with vitality and vision into their futures. It will also be an 
occasion where we will celebrate exciting new initiatives in the life of the Southeast Conference, including: Rekindle the Gift, the Covenant 
for Renewal, the TAP Program, and others. 


Rekindle the Gift 
We rejoiced in the development of the Rekindle the Gift Program and our partnership with three other Conferences, which have 
committed $5,000 each per year of the program to support this initiative, as well as commitments that match that from the Board for 
Homeland Ministries. Tim Downs is beginning a major grant-writing effort, to raise the additional estimated $150,000 to support this effort 
to reach out to our historically Black Congregational AMA congregations. This project will be directed by Elizabeth Clement and Joyce 
Hollyday. 


Alien Retreat Center 
The Board commended the staff for the development of a brochure. It has authorized the Allen Retreat Center Committee to 
develop a strategy to raise $60,000, to add to the $40,000 already raised, and bring plans to the Board for review and approval. This money 
is to be used for the building of the pavilion, the plans of which have been approved, and the grading of a road. The next meeting of the Allen 
Retreat Center Committee has been set for February 18. 


Report on Covenant for Renewal 
Eleven congregations have expressed an interest in participating in the Covenant for Renewal. Teams have been sent out and 
consultations held. John Mingus reported that the Southeast Conference is on the cusp of great changes. He alerted us to a book entitled 
“The End of Christendom and the Future of Christianity,” by John Douglas Hall. 


Theology among the People (TAP) Program 
The Board encouraged Dick Sales to begin scheduling classes in a variety of locations throughout the Conference. The TAP 
Program is designed not only for people whe are seeking ordination, but also for lay people who wish to deepen their knowledge of the 
United Church of Christ. Rev. Sales agreed that at the next Board meeting, he would have in place his timelines for developing the TAP 
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Marriage Encounter Celebrates Five Years in the Southeast 
By Bill Chew 


The United Church of Christ/ Disciples of Christ expression of Worldwide Marriage Encounter celebrates its 
fifth yearin the SoutheastC on ference byholiing its next weekend June 4-6, 1999, at the Four Points Hotel at the 
Huntsville / Decatur Airport. So far more than 40 couples have attended weekends from eight of our churches. 

For those of us who are married, marriage is one of the most important parts of our lives; but do we put as 
much time and effort keeping it “in tune” as we do our cars, houses, yards, and computers? Marriage Encounter 
Weekends are designed for couples with good marriages who wish to take time out of their busy schedules to re- 
energize their relationships. Marriage Encounter is a very private program with lots of intra-couple communication 
and very little inter-couple communication. It includes presentations by the couples leading the weekend, time for 
responding to the presentations in notebooks, the interchange of notebooks between spouses, and discussion of 
their contents using a technique we teach called Dialogue. This technique stresses the sacredness of the contents 
and minimizes the accuser-defender roles we all play from time to time. 

There are 51 other weekends a year for hobbies, avocations, home/car maintenance, and family activities. 
Why not spend one weekend washing, polishing, and renewing your marriage? Why not laugh, cry, sing, and fall in 
love again with that special person with whom you have chosen to share your life? Why not suggest that other 
couples in your church do the same? 

We are told that God wants us to become one. We believe that this is only possible when our marriages are 
characterized by love, trust, and intimacy that comes through open and honest sharing of our hopes, dreams, fears, 
and hurts. Marriage Encounter Weekends are a time to dust off relationships and celebrate who and whose we are. 

For more information, brochures that include applications, and/or requests for a couple to come to your 
church to talk with interested couples, contact Bill and Amy Chew, i401 Old Carriage Lane, Huntsville, AL 35802; 
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Southeast Feast 
Food for the Heart and Soul 


By Joyce Hollyday 


In January, the Executive Council of the Georgia/South Carolina Association met to do some important 
planning for the year. We had a productive time together, filling up newsprint pages that quickly covered the walls in 
the Conference Minister’s living room. When the planning was over, we took a deep breath and rejoiced over all the 
possibilities that lie ahead. And then we shared communion. 

I am always grateful when we end our gatherings by reminding ourselves of why we do what we do. It was a 
special moment for me, as I invited us to the table by offering a prayer from the Book of Worship that Tim Downs 
presented to me at my ordination: “Holy God, our loving Creator, close to us as breathing and distant as the farthest 
star, we thank you for your constant love for all you have made...” 

The paten that held the bread, and the chalice that contained the juice, were also ordination gifts. Made by a 
potter in the mountains of North Carolina, they were given to me by beloved friends who were a spiritual community 
for me when I moved to those mountains almost seven years ago, and who have continued to nurture me from a 
distance. 

After breaking the bread and sharing the cup, we celebrated a different sort of communion. The last hour of 
our planning had been accompanied by the whir of a homemade ice cream maker, churning together cream and 
vanilla, coconut and pecans. Tim added a delicious touch by making fudge sauce. 

The ice cream maker, too, was an ordination gift, one I had hinted at but figured would ultimately be judged 
inappropriate for the occasion after the somewhat solemn parade of “holy” gifts. But Ginny Ferrell, on behalf of the 
ministerial team of First Congregational Church in Atlanta, presented my chosen gift with flair. She spoke of the 
biblical principle of hospitality. She reminded us that the sharing of a meal is central in our faith, and all other meals 
have the capacity to remind us of this deeper communion. 

Sometime during the sharing of the ice cream, along about the middle of my second bowl, somebody said 
jokingly, “I think we should make homemade ice cream the third sacrament of the church.” I pondered that for a 
moment and then added, “And I think my ordination should set a precedent--every new minister should be presented 
with an ice cream maker.” 

That goal is unlikely to be achieved in my lifetime. But it carries a hope that we might joyfully welcome one 
another to our tables; that we might see the “holy” in the breaking of bread in many forms; that we might share our 
abundance and practice hospitality toward one another as a spiritual discipline. I have been the recipient of such 
hospitality all across the Southeast Conference. And I, for one, highly recommend it. 
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Retreats and Opportunities for Spiritual Development 
Celebrating the clergy gathering which took place in Lanett, the Board recommended that the Conference continue to develop 


opportunities for clergy to gather and continue to develop a stronger relationship with the Blowing Rock Assembly Ground, a ministry of 
the Southern Conference located in Blowing Rock, N.C. 


South DeKalb County New Church Start 
Milton Hurst reported that we continue to interview candidates for this exciting new start, which is a partnership between Trinity 
United Church of Christ, Chicago (the largest congregation in the United Church of Christ), the Southeast Conference, and the Board for 
Homeland Ministries. 


Report on Christian Education 
Ginny Nixon reported on the continued development of the Partners in Education Program, as well as opportunities for youth to 
gather. 


Other Business 

The Board voted unanimously to endorse the loan application submitted by Pilgrim Congregational United Church of Christ in 
Chattanooga to the Board for Homeland Ministries for $275,000. It commended the congregation for being a part of the revitalization of 
the city, presenting an exciting vision for a new building and location. 

Alabama/Tennessee Association reported that it is active and alive, as evidenced by its OCWM giving. It looks forward to two 
opportunities that are signs of renewal: Easterfest, which will be held Saturday, April 10, at Trinity Congregational United Church of 
Christ in Athens, Ala., and a leadership retreat for its Executive Committee to be scheduled with the Conference staff. 
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A Prayer for Lent 


“Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Return to me the joy of your salvation, 


and sustain in me a willing spirit. . 


—Psalm 51:12-14 
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